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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To attain focusing on a position where a subject is absent and to 
carrying out the focusing at this focusing position for a necessary period 
by perform focus detection for >=1 subjects and setting a common focus 
position based upon the weighted mean value of defocusing information 
obtained by the focus detection. 

CONSTITUTION: The focus detection is performed for >=1 subjects and the 
weighted mean value of defocusing information obtained by the focus 
detection is used to set the common focus position among the subjects. 
Consequently, focusing is carried out so that those subjects are put in 
focus on an average and respective positions of the uneven surface of one 
subject are also put in focus on an average; and this focusing state is 
maintained until focus detection' is performed for a new subject. 
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